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Minutes of TPA Advisory Board Meeting, dated May 21, 2019 
 
Present :  Shawn Walker – Chair, Lodging, At-Large 
  Georgia Borg-Leon – Secretary, Lodging, Dist. 3  
  Julio Cortes – Member, Non-Lodging, Dist. 2  

Dale Gellner – Member, Non-Lodging, Dist. 3 
Doug Hobbs – Member, Non-Lodging, Dist. 5 
Joni Kirk – Member, Non-Lodging, Dist. 4 
Matthew Rosenthal – Member, Lodging, Dist. 1 
Reshma Singh-Chand – Member, Lodging, Dist. 4 
Veronica Verge – Member, Lodging, At-Large  
Greg Willie – Member, Lodging, At-Large 

 
Absent : Jim Ballew – Member, Non-Lodging, Dist. 1 – proxy assigned to Shawn Walker 

Jay Ohm – Member, Lodging, At-Large – proxy assigned to Shawn Walker 
     
Staff : Tom Teigen – Department Director, Parks, Recreation & Tourism 
  Bridgid Smith – Administration and Tourism Division Manager, Parks, Recreation & Tourism 
  Rich Huebner – Tourism Promotion Coordinator 
  Tammy Dunn – Sports Development Director, SCTB Sports Commission 
   
Applicants : Corey Margolis – Angel of the Winds Arena 
  Justin Newby – Washington State Wrestling Association (via phone) 
             
Documents: 

 Meeting agenda 
 Minutes from TPA Board Meeting on April 16, 2019 
 Angel of the Winds Arena Application – 2020 Republican State Convention 
 Washington State Wrestling Association – 2020-2022 WSWA Freestyle and Greco-Roman Championship 

 
Opening 
Meeting called to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions – Rich Huebner and Chair Walker welcomed new Board Members Matthew Rosenthal and 
Reshma Singh-Chand, as well as grant applicants Corey Margolis and Justin Newby. 
 
2. Grant Applications Reviewed 
Corey Margolis presented an application on behalf of the Angel of the Winds Arena for the 2020 Republican State Convention. 
The convention would take place over May 12-17, 2020. The convention is estimated to bring over 2,500 attendees, with a 
rental and usage of the entire facility, and would be the largest conference ever hosted by the arena; the primary dates of the 
convention are over May 13-16, with move-in on the 12th and move-out on the 17th. 1,670 room nights are expected, with an 
estimated direct spend of $2.7 million at tourism-related businesses. Angel of the Winds Arena views a TPA grant as a vital 
component of the budget for the convention, and does not expect to be able to submit a bid to host without TPA support. 
Angel of the Winds Arena originally submitted an application for $60,000, but on the morning of the Board meeting received 
feedback from the state party that the bid as constructed as of that date was not competitive; as a result of this feedback, in 
their presentation Angel of the Winds Arena increased their request to $120,000 in financial assistance: $50,000 for Audio 
Visual Rental, $35,000 for Building Equipment Rental, $25,000 for Catering Equipment Rental and $10,000 for Building Security. 
 
Justin Newby and Tammy Dunn presented an application on behalf of the Washington State Wrestling Association (WSWA) for 
the 2020-2022 WSWA Freestyle and Greco-Roman Championship. This event has been held at the NW Sports Hub in Centralia 
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for the past four years, and is scheduled for May 1-3, 2020. Athlete weigh-ins would occur on Friday the 1st, with two days of 
competition occurring on the 2nd and 3rd. Approximately 1,300 competitors are expected, with approximately 1,000 competing 
in Freestyle and 600 competing in Greco-Roman (some participants will compete in both disciplines). If awarded to Snohomish 
County, the Championship will be hosted at the Evergreen State Fairgrounds, with competition occurring in the Gary D. Weikel 
Event Center and weigh-ins and hospitality hosted in the adjacent 4H Building. 1900 room nights is projected per year, based on 
confirmed bookings in Chehalis and Centralia in past years, including seven hotel properties at 100% capacity. The 
Championship will not take place in Snohomish County without TPA support, as the non-profit WSWA works to keep 
registration fees minimal. WSWA originally requested $111,000 in financial assistance, $37,000 each year; on May 15, Justin 
attended a site tour with Quinn Lambert (SCTB Sports Commission) and Rich Huebner, during which the need for the 4H 
Building was identified. In its presentation, WSWA increased its request to $126,000 in financial support, $42,000 each year, to 
ensure available funds for the additional building: $30,000 for facility rental, $6,000 for Event Supplies, $4,000 for Athletic 
Trainers and $2,000 for Mat Rentals (per year). 
 
3. Reviewed grant applications and votes: 

 2020 Republican State Convention – partial funding of $80,000  7 yes, 5 no Approved 
 2020-2022 WSWA Freestyle and Greco-Roman Championship – full funding 11 yes, 1 no Approved 

 
4. Staff Report: 
Tom Teigen and Bridgid Smith provided an update on the potential $1.00 assessment increase and facility development.  
Bridgid presented research conducted by County staff that the common assessment standards in other TPA-collecting regions 
was a $2.00 assessment and a minimum lodging facility size of 40 rooms; Snohomish County is currently collecting a $1.00 
assessment from lodging facilities with a minimum of 50 rooms. 
 
Bridgid explained that the working group proposed at the April meeting is not needed as it will actually be the LTAC that makes 
final determination of site location, bonding and whether to ultimately move forward with the construction of a potential 
facility. Bridgid explained that the interlocal agreements required by law to increase the assessment, two of which (Arlington 
and Mountlake Terrace) have already been received, will not need to be changed, but the basis for the action, in the form of 
letters of support from the Snohomish County Lodging Association and Snohomish County Sports Commission, will need to be 
updated to reflect that the increased assessment will no longer be directly dedicated to a capital construction project. 
Discussion occurred around whether, in the course of enacting an increased assessment, the Board was interested in lowering 
the collection threshold to 40 rooms. 
 
Bridgid requested a motion by the Board as to whether it wished to pursue changing to the collection threshold to 40 rooms, 
and to support the County moving forward in 2019 to enact the increased assessment and in 2020 with the shift of 
programmatic funding to the TPA.   
 
Rich Huebner reported on the response received from the Municipal Research and Service Center (MRSC) on the use of TPA 
funds for capital projects. 
  
5. Board Business: 
Dale Gellner made motion to approve minutes of April 16, 2019 meeting, Doug Hobbs 2nd; approved unanimously. 
 
Joni Kirk nominated Greg Willie for Board Vice Chair, Secretary Borg-Leon 2nd; nomination accepted and approved unanimously. 
 
Chair Walker made motion, Vice Chair Willie 2nd, to support the County moving forward in 2019 to enact the increase of the 
TPA assessment to $2.00 per room night, to maintain the current lodging facility minimum size at 50 rooms, and to shift funding 
of the Destination Development programmatic work to the TPA in 2020, contingent upon receipt of a Letter of Intent from the 
Lodging Tax Advisory Committee (LTAC) that the increased funds will be used for new sports facility capital construction; 
approved unanimously. 
  
6. Meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 


